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of Great Power " planning" found its strangest expressions during the first stage of the present war. On the one hand, there was and is the conception of the " New Order ", under the leadership of the German cc master-race ", which we shall discuss in the next chapter. But outside that camp also projects were advocated that were bound to meet with the resistance of an overwhelming majority of the Danubian nations with any freedom of decision. To one writer l " the lesson of the last twenty years is that democracy fails in what had been Austria-Hungary. The Danube is the region of vigorous and powerful monarchies. . . . If a powerful Danubian federation 2 could be reconstituted, it would work ... to balance Europe. If Otto (Hapsburg) reigned in Budapest, he would do much to calm Slovakia, Moravia, Bohemia,3 Transylvania and Austria ". It is no mere chance that such proposals were made within a general framework designed to appease Germany by the mediation of Italy, Spain and the Vatican, and based upon the argument that Germany's defeat would herald the rule of Bolshevism.
Within a framework of similar political conceptions., the advocates of Hungarian revisionism, during the first stage of the present war, made use of the fashionable slogan ofcc federalism " for propagating their old aims. Tibor Eckhardt,4 with a rather wide perspective., proposed three groups of states in the area between Germany and the U.S.S.R., a Polish-Baltic, a Danubian, and a Balkan group, to be led by the Poles, the Hungarians, and the Southern Slavs, " not only because of their relative numerical superiority,5 but also because of their historic past, their national feelings, and their military ability ". It may be argued that the Ukrainians, Czechs, or Rumanians also have strong national feelings, and that the use made by the Hungarians of their indisputable military abilities is not beyond reproach. But such arguments would meet with little understanding in the circles for whose consumption such propaganda is destined, especially if, as by Tibor Eckhardt, defence against the U.S.S.R. is regarded as the main task of the future order. Even the mere
1 Scncourt, op. cit,
2 Evidently, on a basis opposed to democracy and national self-determination.
0 It is characteristic that the advocate of Hapsburg restoration, in denying the existence of the Czechoslovak people, goes even further than the Nazis, who have established one Protectorate for " Bohemia-Moravia ".
* op. cit.
6'Besides, in none of the three'regions does a majority of the suggested regional master-race exist, not even in the Southern one if, as by Tibor Eckhardt, Yugoslav unity is denied.